Management of intratemporal vascular tumors.
Vascular tumors (vascular malformations and hemangiomas) of the temporal bone are uncommon, and guidelines for their management have not been published. In an effort to develop an approach to their management, the present study examined the pathological, clinical, and surgical experience with ten of these lesions treated at the Otologic Medical Group, Inc., and St. Vincent Medical Center in Los Angeles from 1960 to 1980. Intratemporal vascular tumors occurred most frequently at two sites, the internal auditory canal and the geniculate ganglion. Histological features and clinical behavior did not correlate. Both vascular malformations and hemangiomata invaded the facial nerve. Surgical excision in these cases required severence and repair of the involved facial nerve. Complete surgical excision is the treatment of choice of vascular lesions of the temporal bone.